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Use of food stamps on rise in Massachusetts

BOSTON (AP) — Advocates
for the poor say the rising costs
of food and fuel are driving up
the use of food stamps in
Massachusetts.

Records show that more than
500,000 people statewide received
food stamps in April, up 11 per-
ﬂenffrum last year and up 67 per-

cent sinee 2003.

Massachusetts regidents re-
ceived about $48 million in food
stamp benefits this April, more
than double the $22 million they
recelved in April 2003, .

Patricia Baker of the Massachu-
sptts Law Reform Institute, anon-
profit that advocates for the poar,

says the soaring cost of heating
oil iz helping drive food stamp
LSE,

She says the federal program
has also been made more accessi-
ble by a streamlined online appli-
cation process and the addition of
eight new offices to assist the
poor and disabled.



